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AMENDING THE ACT ENTITLED “AN ACT TO DEFINE THE TERM 
‘REGISTERED NURSE’ AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGISTRA- 
TION OF NURSES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA”, APP oe 
FEBRUARY 9, 1907, AS AMENDED 


JuNE 11 (legislative day, June 10), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Pastore, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
submitted the following 


REPOR 


{To accompany 8. 3041] 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 3041) to amend the act entitled “‘An act to define the term 
‘registered nurse’ and to provide for the registration of nurses in the 
District of Columbia,’ approved February 9, 1907, as amended, after 
full consideration, report favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommend that the bill do pass. 

The purpose of this bill is to amend the act of 1907 so as to increase 
the fee for the initial registration of a nurse from $15 to $25, and to 
increase the annual registration fee from $1 to $2. The additional 
funds are needed to administer the act requiring the registration of 
nurses in the District of Columbia; to employ needed personnel, and 
to purchase needed office equipment. During the past four fiscal 
years, the receipts of the Board from the registration of nurses have 
declined, whereas the expenses of the Board increased during the same 
period. 

The bill also provides that in the event the proposed higher fees 
should be more than adequate for intended purposes, the Board 
required to pay into the Treasury of the United States, to the credit 
of the District of Columbia as miscellaneous revenues, all funds on 
hand at the end of each fiscal year in excess or $5,000. This require- 
ment, it is believed, will serve to prevent the creation of a large 
surplus account. 

The bill has the approval of the Board of Commissioners, the Nurses’ 
Examining Board, and the Graduate Nurses’ Association of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and was favorably reported by a unanimous vote 
of the full Committee on the District of Columbia. 
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CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule X XIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, are 
shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed in 
black brackets; new matter is printed in italics; existing law in which 
no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


(34 Stat. 887; 45 Stat. 1419; 60 Stat. 933) 


Sec. 4. That every nurse desiring to register in the District of Columbia shall 
make application to the Nurses’ Examining Board for examination and registra- 
tion, and at the time of making such application shall pay to the treasurer of said 
Board [$15] $25. Said applicant must furnish satisfactory evidence that she is 
over twenty-one years of age, or that she will attain the age of twenty-one years 
within six months after the date fixed for the necessary examination to be held by 
said Board after the date of such application. Except as otherwise provided in 
this Act, an applicant shall not be registered unless she has passed an examination 
by the Nurses’ Examining Board. No nurse shall be registered in the District 
of Columbia who has not attained the age of twenty-one years. Said applicant 
must also furnish satisfactory evidence of good moral character, and further that 
she holds a diploma from a training school for nurses which has been registered by 
the Nurses’ Examining Board of the District of Columbia: Provided, however, 
That no training school shall be registered which does not maintain proper educa- 
tional standards and give not less than two years’ training in a general hospital, or 
in a special hospital with adequate affiliations, all of which shall be determined by 
the Nurses’ Examining Board. 


* © * * * + 


Sec. 7. Each nurse who has been registered in the District of Columbia shall 
be reregistered each year on the Ist day of July upon application to the executive 
secretary of said Board and the payment of a fee of [$1] $2: Provided, That 
such fee of [$1] $2 shall not be payable in case the applicant has been originally 
registered within the twelve months next preceding the day for reregis- 
tration. * * * 

+ * * * * * * 


Sec. 9. All expenses incident to the execution of the provisions of this Act 
shall be paid from fees collected (a) from schools of nursing, (6) from registration 
or reregistration of nurses, and (c) from the following services: 

(1) for repeat examinations of nurses; 

(2) for the evaluation of each high-school record of a candidate for admis- 
sion to a school of nursing; 

(3) for verification of records; 

(4) for a duplicate certificate of registration upon proof acceptable to the 
Nurses’ Examining Board that the original certificate has been lost or 
destroyed; 

(5) for duplicate annual registration cards; 

(6) for mailing a certificate of registration a second time if no notification 
of change of address has been made; and 

(7) for proctoring examination for out-of-State applicants when the 
examination is held at a time other than the regular examination of the 
District of Columbia. The fees referred to in clause (c) shall be reasonable 
fees fixed by the Nurses’ Examining Board, subject to the approval of the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 

The executive secretary of said Board may receive a salary to be fixed by said 
Board at its annual organization meeting in accordance with the Classification 
Act of 1923, as amended. Each member of the Board shall receive a per diem 
allowance at the rate of $10 per day for each full day such member is actually 
engaged in the performance of duties as a member of the Board. The payment 
of such per diem allowance shall be made from any unexpended balance in the 
treasury of said Board remaining on June 30 of the year during which the services 
have been rendered, and if the unexpended balance is insufficient to meet the 
total amount of such per diem allowance the rate of compensation shall be reduced 
to a rate which will permit payment from such unexpended balance. Such 
expenses shall in no event exceed the total of receipts. All registration or re- 
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registration fees shall be paid to the treasurer of the Board, and shall be paid out 
under the orders of the Board. It shall be the duty of the Auditor of the District 
of Columbia to audit the accounts of the Nurses’ Examining Board at the end of 
each fiscal year and to make report thereof in writing to the Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia. The said Auditor shall have free access to all books, 
papers, and records of the Board. The Nurses’ Examining Board shall make 
annual reports to the Commissioners of the District of Columbia containing a 
statement of moneys received and disbursed, and a summary of its official acts 
during the preceding year. Jf, on the last day of any fiscal year—that is to say, 
June 30—after the payment or provision made for payment, of all lawful obligations 
and of all then accrued compensation of members and employees of the said Board, 
there should be in the treasury of the said Board any funds (whether in the form of 
cash or tn other form) derived from registrations for the fiscal year then ending or 
from registrations for previous fiscal years, all such funds in excess of $5,000 shall 
be deposited in the Treasury of the United States to the credit of the District of Columbia 
as miscellaneous revenues. 
O 





